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EPA slams new plan
for Sublette gas field

Watchdog agency rips
BLM proposal, says past
study underestimated
pollution by factor of 5.

By Cory Hatch

TheU.5. Envizonmental Protection
Agency exeoriated a plan for more
wells on the Pinedale Anticline last
week, ciling deficiencies in the analy.
sis of the clfects ol development on
air quality and ground water.

In a letter Feho 14, EPA regional
admimistrator Robert E. Roberts gave
a revised drafl EIS a rating of *3,”
which means the study has a label
of "environmentally unsatisfactory-
madeguale mlormation.” He said the
rating “tdicates EPA's heliaf thai the
[dralt environmental impact state-
ment| is nol adequate for purposcs
of our ... review, and thes, should be
{urmally revised and made availahle
fur pnblic comment 1n a snpplemen.
1al or revised Dyalt E15."

“The timpacts are of sufficient mag-
nitude that the proposed action should
nol procecd as prnpnsed.” Roberts said,
I'urther, the rating makes the project
a candidale {or referral to Lie Council
for Environmental Qnality, which 1=
White House watechdog on complianee
with environmental laws,

The EPAletier comes in respsonse
to the Bureau of Land Management’s
propesal far rwo gplions Lo develop
4,399 new wells nn 12,278 acres of
the Pincdale Anncline, lale lase
vear, The anticline 2 a tight-sands
gas reseTve beneath the Pinedale
Mesa. localed about 70 miles south.
east of Jackson.

The windswept mesa iz winter
range (o mule deer that summer ay
far awiy as Snow King Mountain and
7ists un a migralion route {or antn-
lope Lhat snmmer in Grand Telon
MNational Park,

The BLM proposed climinating
seasonal restrictions  thal prolect
crucial big-game habitat against win-
ter drilling. Enerpy comnpanies would
intensively develnp o core area, using
divectinnal drilling Ln access pockets
of gas in olher 1gcatinns.

Raberts dislikes proposals

One BLM prapa=al would inereas-
mg the size of that core area and
eliminaling  seasnnal  restrictions,
bl would alse prolecl a buffer area,
called the Aanks, arnund the devel-
opment for at least five years. The
Bureaun of Land Managemenl would
decide when to reopen the Aanks Lo
drilling.

The seceond  alternative  would
heep uawe wiiker restrictinns, bot
winuld inerense developinent to allow
for “full recovery of the natural gas
resource.” according to the study of
expanded development

In s Felb. 14 letier, Hoherts

said the lalest proposal and study
“discloses the significant and unan-
ticipated impacts Lo visibility thal
neeurred since implementation of the
2000 Pinedale Anticline [Record of
Dreciaion].” That decision allowed the
drlling of mote than 600 wells.

“The NOx emisgions {rom  all
sources operabing in the [Pinedale
Anticline Project Area) in 2005 weve
five times the analysis threahold =cl
in the 2000 Pinedale Anticline ROT)"
Raoberts wrote. He saud air pollu-
tion was affecting Class 1 viewsheds
such as the Bridger and Filzpatrick
wilderness arcas of the Wind River
Range.

“Given the unioreseen and sig-
mficant impacts lhat have sceurred
from development of the 842 produc-
ing oil and gas wells approved under
the 2000 Pinedale Antichne . EI'A
recommends e revised dralt SEIS
provides a plaon w mitigate the sie-
nificanl. air qualit~ environmental
imparls resulting irom Lhe existing
oil and gas developmeni,” ou the
anlicline, Roberls wrote.

“The impacts are of
sufficient magnitude
that the proposed
action should not
proceed as proposed.”
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With tegards to ground water,
Roberts wrove: "The momtoring data
supgest that enrrent drilting and pro-
duction activities on the [antichne]
have contrilmted to enntamination of
an aquifer nied Az o drinking souree.
Further, benzene and other hydro-
carbons have been detected 11 53
of approsimalely 230 waler supply
wells monilored ”

Cnnservation groups say thye plan
scetus to continne development of the
Anticline ab s pace that is too {ast for
wildlite as well

The initiul BLM reqnest early tast
vear rame oub #t rmughly the same
time as a mule deer siudy, focusing
nn the northern hall of the Pindale
Anticline, that showed a 46 peveent
decline in the mule deer population
since drlling began

According 1w Lhe supplemental
environmenlal oupact  slatement.
Lhe eurrent Antichne projecl has alap
distarbed 252 wres of moose cru-
cial range and bros hikely resulled in
declining snge prinese populatiens.

Energy vonguanices any year vuundd
drilling wonld wllow Lhem e yel w
gat the gas, sl relinm the Tand a5
gmckly as pessible Toreview Lhie Jyall
SEIS at www bl govawwationan by
NEFApfadocsanlichnesers himl




