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EPA slams new plan
 
for Sublette gas field
 
Watchdog agency rips 
ELM proposal, says past 
study underestimated 
pollution by factor of 5. 

By Cory H(ltch 

The U.S. En"iranmental Protection 
Agency exCt'ria!.ed " ?Ian for more 
""ell" on th~ P;n"'lbl~ Anl.idin.. lll~t 
week, ciling deficiencies in the nn.. I)'. 
"i~ or th~ c1T~d3 of developml'nt. (In 
air quality and ground water. 

In a ldt~r Feh. 14, EPA region.. l 
administr'lt.ur Robert E. Rnberts gn"e 
,1 r~vi.~ed dr,jfl EIS a rating of "3," 
whlrh lll~,ln" the study has a label 
of "~nvirnnment:J.lly unsalISfaLl(lry­
lll[\Jt'<lU~I~ mfornl[,tlQn " He S<l'U the 
nltillg ";lldlCdtc~ EPA'. h.-lief th11 the 
[draft environmental impart ~tt.te­

m~ntl is not adequate for purpus~~ 

,,[ (lUI' renew, lind Lh,,~. should be 
furmally revi"ed and mad~ avaiJahle 
I,,, pnblic comment \n a ~npplemen. 

l3! or revised Draft El~;." 

"TI,~ impact'i arl) or~uflkient mag_ 
nItude thatlr.... plopQ~ed adion should 
DOl. proceed,,~ pmpn~..d." Robert.s sald. 
Further, lohe !'~tin~ mnke~ thp. projP.et 
a candidate for rcf"ITHll', the Coun~il 
for Environm...n'al Qnahl.Y, which l~" 
""hil" IIllu~p. wntchdol' on complian',,' 
wlth .,nvironm~ntallaws, 

The EPA Ictter comes in respsonse 
to the Bureau <,rLand Managemcnt\ 
prt'pl'.~"l for two options to develop 
4,3Y\4 n~w w"l1s nn 12,278 acres ul' 
lhe Pin~dnk AntIcline. jat~ I;.~, 

year, The [,nticlinc i~ a tight·~"nd~ 

gaR rPRHve bencat.h th~ Pinedale 
Mesa. l(oeal.ed about 70 miles s"uth. 
ea~l "f ,Jack~on. 

The windswppt me"a i~ w;llt~r 

rHug., to mule deer that summer ,,~ 

f"r ~w;'.V aR Snow King Mount.ain ~nd 

T;~"~ on a migrallOn rout~ for "nln_ 
lopt L'r.2t Rnmmer in Grand Telon 
Niltiun[,1 Park. 

Th" ELM prllpQ~('d ~llminnting 

seasonal re'it.l'iclinn~ that prolecl 
cruCial big·ganw habi t~t aJ1BiMI win· 
ter drilling. Ener~')' wmpanies would 
mt.~nRiv~ly dl'velnp u cor~ "ren, u~inl': 

dit'eclional drilling In acccSS pockets 
of ga3 in other lotatinnR. 

Roberts dislikes proposals 
Om' m.M prupn~~1 would increas_ 

Illg lltc SIZ~ (of that cor~ ar.,H. and 
eliminalin~ "e~~nn31 restriction." 
blll would ~I'l' prolecl a D',L!fel' arp ;,. 

cnlled I.h~ l1.~nks, arnund th~ tlC\·~I· 

opm,ml lur at least five y~~r". The 
Rure:\l.' of Lan,l Mana~L'lllcnl would 
.Iec<d~ when t.o reopen th~ l1.~nlt~ lu 
drilling 

Th~ ~0eond alternat,;vP w()uld 
lt~~p 'U~'l' w,"I.tor rest.rict,nnR, bnt 
wn<lld ;"c~~~"'" d~v'-,I'JpLl]r;\\t. t(o allnw 
for "full recover;, ,{ I.h.. nalural gfls 
rc'iO\\l"Cf."· according Ie> tltf 3tudy of 
(>xp""dcd dcve]e>pnlPnl 

In I",; Feb. 14 [,,11.("', H"h~rt~ 

~aid lhc lalest pr(lpo&~1 and 8t.udy 
"disclose~ the SIgnificant and un~n· 

ticipated lrnpads to visibility lhnl 
"<~"rr~d since implem"nt<ltioll oft-he 
21)1)0 Pinedalf Anticline [Record of 
D"'rision]" Tnat decision allQwed the 
driJlinJ1 ofmf,re t,h~n 600 ....~11~ 

"Tht" NOx emis~l'l"s from all 
sources operating in thr jPi"edale 
Anticline Project. Area] in 2005 W~le 

fin' l,ime" the analysis thr~shlJlu 8d 
in the :JOOO Pinedale Anlicline ROD," 
H.obert" wrot~. He saId aIr pullu­
tiun was alfectm(i CI,,~s I view~heds 

~uch a6 the Bridgpr ~nd FiI.~pat.rick 

wildemt"ss arc<ls "r Lh" Wind Rive!' 
Range. 

"Given thr. unforeseen and sig­
ml,canl impacl.' 11'~l h",. '",,'urred 
from d~velopm~[1t uf tht" 642 p,wlur· 
ing oil and ga~ ",~IIH appr""pr! unul'l 
lhe 2000 Pinedale Alltic!me EI'.\ 
recommends [lIP n'vl~.,d dnr't. SEIS 
I'rllvide5 <I pi..'" W I1lltigate t.hl' ~I~' 

nincant air yuali", fnvironlllenl..~1 

Imparls rp'wlti"1T irom the exi"tinl' 
oil and g~s d..velopmenl,"· [)u tl", 
anllc!im', R"bforl, "'rote 

"The impacts are of 
sufficient ma.gnit11de 

that the propooed 
action oho1l1d not 

proceed Wi proposed." 

- Roherl £ J/()lJerts 

Witb r ...gard~ to ground water, 
Roberts wm(,,: "Tne moml.Onng dala 
sug~c5llhal. cnn..nt drillinl' ,,,,d pro­
dudion adiv,"e, on thf' lanticllllel 
have (onlnhnl.,,j t" cnntaminatlOn [lr 
<In "'lU'I'Pr n.,pr! ~~ n drinkinf' ~{)"n'~ 

Furlher, !wllzellC Elnd ()r,h~r nvdr'" 
carbons ha,,~ been det.er\~(1 111 ,~i\ 

of appn,,,irnaldy ~;]O wal.er .'upply 
wells m<Jnil.orpd " 

Cnn~.,rv<l1.ion groups R~Y I.h(.· pia .. 
~eems t.o cont.lnlle c!pvclopmenl (of I.he 
Antidin(' "I." pnrp th"t i" t.oo l'aRl Ji)r 
wlJdli(~ ~s well 
Th~ initi"I13L/l1 reqne.<1 ~"rly b~l 

"e'" ('lIme <JUt. ~t rnu"hlv til<' ~unlC 
lime "s ~ mule un'r j'1.'.Idv, r"'.'llsin" 
nn tIll' northern hair or liw I'ind,,]e 
Anticline, 1.h"t ~h"wl,d a ~(-; r,H,'enl 
d~c!ine in t.he mule riter population 
"ince dnnin).: begJ" 

According lO the SUpplp\!wnLnl 
.. nv;ronmenl"l n"pll-d sLnl.l'm('lll. 
tl,e t'urr~nIAn\i,I'(H: proJel'.l 1\>10 nl.<n 
dl'il.nl"b~<1 2,,2 "ac-~ of mOORe ("fU­

ci,,1 ran~l' ,,,,J Ir;,'- I,kply re,,1Il,,<I tI, 
declining ~~gP PYI'I)SI' lJilIJUlatWll~. 

Eneq~'}' "'''''1''''''''.' .uy yc"r n,,,.,,l 
drilling wonl.d "II,,\\" lh~1l1 In \C"I LLl 

get the gao, ,·,,,,1 r""bllll l],c L1IJ<I ~, 

llfllckl.l' as POS51 bl(> To rpVlCW lhc' UJ "I I 
SF.IS at IVWI·. b'lm ",,,,....w,, ...<I.--',,11·,,,l,, 
Nf~f'A,II.'(od,)c".'a11llcl;ll<'.-'"'''' III ",I 


